Behavioral and clinical concerns for the geriatric dental patient.
Treatment of older adult patients involves more than clinical competence. A working knowledge of the nature of this population is crucial if impediments to care are to be removed. Medical status, psychological status, socioeconomic level, current drug regimens and mobility contribute to the successful pursuit and delivery of dental care. Misconception on the part of the practitioner can easily reinforce barriers to care rather than remove them. Today's dentist has an obligation to contribute to the maintenance of the patient's quality of life, not just their dentition.